Greeting

SEASCONS and saintly music ware calabrated
vy the Hardynge Chalr it thair autumn
conoert on Saturday in High Street Methodist
Church.

Supported by sololsts and orchestra, they
prasantacd a thoroughly enjoyable programme,
cleverly dewvsed to amalgamale a prarmiers,
feast day, an honour and 0 dedication.

Tha parformance bagan with Howelis' A
Hysmn for St Cecila, the poem by Ursuda
Vaughan Wilkams pralsng the patron saint of
music, which captured the mooad of the
changing saasons in tha form of a joumey fram
marning 1o mght and birth to death, Sung with
excited anticipation, a clear start was made and
penefited from a srong soprang ine supported
by organist Richard Hills.

Vivaldi's Concarto Aulumn depsciad the
sanson in sound, and the Pessn Consort was
parformed with precisicn and clarty, with
Alberto Vidal, violin, sxcaling as soloist.

Sasha Johnson Manning composad The
Hardynge Saasons for the choir, Pramissed in
her presencs, she has also bacome the choa's
first Henorary President. She ssts five sassonnl
poams Beautifully. The Seasons descnbes the
gircling year vary brisfiy. The Voice of Spring
had more substanca, and ciear diction and
attentive aye contact with the condugior was
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admirable, Summer had a |aunty rivthm with
nics plano intasctons. Matthew Woodward,
panc, actomparisd the work with skill and
can. To Autumn could have hed a wider
dynamic range. Biow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind
had sffective wallowing Sequences, anding with
a jolly “Helgh-hol™

Handel's Oda for St Cacaia’s Day provided o
meatiar second haf, The lsngthy overture had
grisp double dotting from the aboes, and
hamiolas abounded. Arias, recitstives and
choruses foliowed, complate with a fine march
in e middia. Rhys Bowden, tence, and
Katherine Boyce, soprann, ware in wonderful
vosoe, conlident and secure, and From
Harmony gave the 1ences o Ghiance 1o shine.
What Passion had the iongest introduction [wa
ever haard, and Michael Wigram on calic
accompaniesd exqusltaly, The Trumpets Loud
Ciangowr and Sharp Woling Procisim wens
dectamatory, Orpheus Could Laad wan bold,
brief and snappy, and Bul Bright Cacaia
brought supssthy chsar top notes from
Katharing, The finale As From the Power was
triumphal and axuberant, concluding & concert
whars afl the performers demonstrated
cammitmant and atantion to detail. Aufus
Frowde conducted with aplomb,
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